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Field Marshal Yamagata time and again raised his sake cup but put
it back on the tray without drinking it.
Genro Ito rested the brush. He took a sakazuki and raised together
with Yamagata.
"Do you know, Ito, I was much afraid that General Nogi might do
something desperate?" Yamagata also received a piece of cuttlefish.
"What do you mean?" Ito took up his cigar.
"Well, you see, he was deeply moved because so many of his officers
and men, including his own sons, were killed there by the enemy guns,
bayonets and wire entanglements charged with electricity, during a
series of attacks. Besides that, we were pressing him for a speedy cap-
ture. I am informed that he once or twice almost rushed out into the
line-"
"H'm."
"He couldn't stand the heavy loss. I don't blame him—"
"Yamagata, do you think he will commit harakiri?"
The Field Marshal looked into Ito's eyes. "If I were in his position
I'd feel the same way—"
"H'm."
"Yes, I would," the Field Marshal repeated. "But the capture of Port
Arthur is great news, anyway."
He sipped sake for the first time and chewed the cuttlefish.
"Well, Yamagata, after Port Arthur, what is your objective?"
"Ito, there is no question of our going into a decisive battle. But we
must have things put in order. Give the soldiers afield a little time to
recover. I want to send as many men as possible so that Commander-
in-Chief Oyama can work out his campaigns with comparative ease.
General Kuropatokin will mass three hundred thousand men around
Mukden, so I want to make at least two hundred and fifty thousand
available for Marshal Oyama. I am anxious to see that our orders
from Vickers and Krupp are delivered before the forthcoming big
battle."
"Yamagata, no doubt by that time our domestic production will be
quite large, too, won't it?."
"But Ito, I don't want to repeat last summer's mistake at Liaoyang
and Port Arthur when we missed the already bagged game."
"That will be one of the biggest battles, Field Marshal?" asked
Saionji.
"Yes, Marquis Saionji. When I have an opportunity I want tp have
my generals press the enemy without stopping*"

